Sources for the Achaemenid Empire
1.General points
Main web sites
  www.achemenet.com & Musée achéménide virtuel interactif (= MAVI)

Electronic journal
  Achaemenid Research on Texts and Archaeology (= ARTA; accessible through 


www.achemenet.com/ressources/enligne)

Basic introductions to sources:  

  M. Brosius, 2000, The Persian Empire from Cyrus II to Artaxerxes I (LACTOR 16), 


Cambridge

  A.Kuhrt, 2007, The Persian Empire: a corpus of sources from the Achaemenid period (2 


vols.), London (pb 2009)

Fundamental historical analysis:
  P. Briant, 1996, Histoire de l’empire perse: de Cyrus à Alexandre, Paris (trans. From Cyrus 


to Alexander: history of the Persian empire, Winona Lake IN 2002 (pb 2006))

  P. Briant, 1997, ‘Bulletin d’histoire achéménide I,’ Topoi Suppl.1: 5-127

  P. Briant, 2001, Bulletin d’histoire achéménide II (Persika 1), Paris
Some important recent colloquia on key aspects of the empire’s history:

  P. Briant & R. Boucharlat (édd), 2005, L’Archéologie de l’empire achéménide: nouvelles 


recherché (Persika 6), Paris

  P. Briant & F. Joannès (édd), 2006, La transition entre l‘empire achéménide et les royaumes 


hellénistiques (Persika 9), Paris

  P. Briant & M. Chauveau (édd), 2009, Organisation des pouvoirs et contact culturels dans 


les pays de l’empire achéménide (Persika 14), Paris
2. The narratives which have shaped our basic images

  a) classical (Herodotus, Ctesias, Deinon, the ‘Alexander historians’ et al.)

Among the mass of material on Herodotus, see: 

  R. Thomas, 2000, Herodotus in Context: ethnography, science and the art of persuasion, 


Cambridge
  E.J. Bakker, I. De Jong & H. Van Wees (eds), 2002, Brill’s Companion to Herodotus, Leiden

  M.P. de Bakker & E. Baragwanath (eds), (in press), Myth, Truth and Narrative in 


Herodotus, Oxford
  R. Rollinger  et al. (eds), (in preparation), Herodot und das Perserreich/Herodotus and the 


Persian Empire
For Ctesias, see: 

  D. Lenfant, 2004, Ctésias de Cnide: La Perse; L’Inde; autres fragments (Coll. des 


Universités de France/Association Guillaume Budé), Paris

  J. Wiesehöfer, G. Lanfranchi & R. Rollinger (eds), (in press), Ctesias of Knidos and his 


World (Oriens et Occidens), Stuttgart

For other Persica:
  D. Lenfant, 2009, Les Histoires Perses de Dinon et d’Héraclide: fragments édités, traduits et 


commentés (Persika 13), Paris
For Xenophon & the Persian empire, especially relevant are:

  H. Sancisi-Weerdenburg, 1993, ‘Cyropaedia,’ Encyclopaedia Iranica 6: 512-514

  P. Briant (éd), 1995, Dans les pas des dix milles: peuples et pays du proche-orient vus par 


un grec (= Pallas 43), Toulouse

For Plutarch’s Artoxerxes:

  C. Binder, 2008, Plutarchs Vita des Artaxerxes: ein historischer Kommentar (Göttinger 


Forum für Altertumswissenschaft Beih., NF Bd.1), Berlin
  b) biblical (Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther)

A reasonable guide through the problems, is:
  L. Grabbe, 2004, A History of the Jews and Judaism in the Second Temple Period, I: 


Yehud: a history of the Persian province of Judah, London

3. Royal Inscriptions

Virtually complete collections with translation:

  R.G. Kent, 1953, Old Persian: grammar, texts, lexicon (2nd ed), New Haven CT
  P. Lecoq, 1997, Les inscriptions de la Perse achéménide, Paris

Recent editions of select Old Persian inscriptions:

  R. Schmitt, 1991, The Bisitun Inscription of Darius the Great: Old Persian Text (Corpus 


Inscriptionum Iranicarum I/1, 1), London

  R. Schmitt, 2000, The Old Persian Inscriptions of Naqsh-i Rustam and Persepolis (Corpus 

Inscriptionum Iranicarum I/1, 2 ), London

The inscriptions of the Darius statue from Susa:

  J. Perrot et al., 1974, Cahiers de la Délégation Archéologique Française en Iran 

N.B. Virtually all Achaemenid royal inscriptions are trilingual, i.e. in Old Persian, Elamite and Babylonian (occasionally quadrilingual, i.e. adding Egyptian). Full editions of all versions of the inscriptions remain a desideratum. In the meantime, see F.H. Weissbach, 1911, Die Keilinscriften der Achämeniden  (VAB 3), Leipzig, for presentation of all versions – obviously this is very dated. The one Persian text for which editions of the different versions (including one in Aramaic) exist is the Bisitun inscription; see Kuhrt 2007 (above 1, ch.5, no.1).
4. Administrative documents
  a) Persepolis texts

main editions  
  G.G. Cameron, 1948, Persepolis Treasury Tablets (OIP 65), Chicago (abbr.: PTT)

  R.T. Hallock, 1969, Persepolis Fortification Tablets (OIP 92), Chicago (abbr.: PFT)

  R.T. Hallock 'Selected Fortification Texts,'CDAFI 8 (1978): 109-136 (abbr. PFa)

  R.A. Bowman, 1970, Aramaic Ritual Texts from Persepolis (OIP 91), Chicago
major recent discussions
  P. Briant, W. Henkelman & M.W. Stolper (édd), 2008 L’archive des Fortifications de 

Persépolis: état des questions et perspectives de recherché (Persika 12), Paris

  M.W. Stolper & J. Tavaernier, 2007, ‘From the Persepolis Fortification Archive Project , 1: 


an Old Persian administrative tablet from the Persepolis Fortification,’ ARTA 2007.01

see also:

  The Persepolis Fortification Archive site at the Oriental Institute of Chicago, for history of 


excavation and progress on the full publication of all the texts and sealings

   b) Aramaic documents from beyond Fars

   (i) Egypt   

main recent edition of documents from Egypt:

   B. Porten & A. Yardeni, 1986-1999, Text book of Aramaic Documents from Egypt, 


I-IV, Jerusalem

for a useful survey of this material, see:

   B. Porten, 1997, ‘Appendix 1: Egyptian Aramaic Texts,’ in E. Meyers et al (ed), 


The Oxford Encyclopedia of Archaeology in the Near East, Oxford, vol. 5: 


393-410

for the Memphis documents, see:

  J.B. Segal, 1983, Aramaic Texts from North Saqqara with some fragments in 


Phoenician (EES Excavations at North Saqqara, Documentary Series 4), 


London
(ii) Levant 

some recent publications:
  J. Dusek, 2007, Les manuscrits araméens du Wadi Daliyeh et la Samarie vers 450-332 


av.J.-C., Leiden

  I.Eph’al & J. Naveh, 1996, Aramaic Ostraca of the fourth century BC from Idumaea, 


Jerusalem

  A.Lemaire, 1996,  Nouvelles inscriptions araméennes d’Idumée au Musée d’Israël, (Suppl.3


à Transeuphratène)

see also:
  Porten, B. & A. Yardeni, 2006, ‘Social, economic and onomastic issues in the Aramaic 

ostraca of the fourth century  B.C.E.,’ in O. Lipschits & M. Oeming (eds), Judah and 

the Judaeans in the Persian Period, Winona Lake IN: 457-488

(iii) Bactria

  S. Shaked, 2004, Le satrape de Bactriane et son gouverneur: documents araméens du IV s.


av.notre ère provenant de Bactriane (Persika 4), Paris

  Naveh J. & S. Shaked, in press, Ancient Aramaic Documents from Bactria (Fourth Century 

B.C.E.), (The Nasser D. Khalili Collection; Corpus Inscriptionum Iranicarum), London

(iv) for the evidence of an archive, presumably largely in Aramaic, see: 

  D. Kaptan, 2002, The Daskyleion Bullae: seal images from the western Achaemenid empire

(2 vols; AchHist XII), Leiden

  d) Babylonian 

(there are many; this is a selection of some important recent studies – note that much material runs from the Neo-Babylonian period through into the early Achaemenid period)

  M.W. Stolper, 1985, Entrepreneurs and Empire: the Murasû archive, the Murasû firm and 


Persian rule in Babylonia, Leiden

  K. Abraham, 2004, Business and Politics under the Persian Empire: the financial dealings of 


Marduk-nasir-apli of the House of Egibi (521-487 BC), Bethesda MD

  M. Jursa, 2010, Aspects of the Economic History of Babylonia in the 1. Millennium BC 


(Veröffentlichungen zur Wirtschaftsgeschichte im 1 Jt. v. Chr. Bd 4), Münster

  C. Waerzeggers, in press, The Ezida Temple of Borsippa: priesthoods, cult, archives 


(AchHist XV), Leiden

for an excellent introduction into the nature of documents from this period, see:
  M. Jursa, 2005, Neo-Babylonian Legal and Administrative Documents: typology, contents 


and archives (Guides to the Mesopotamian Textual Record 1), Münster

  e) Demotic

a useful recent edition/translation is :
  C. Martin, 1996, ‘Letters and Report (C1-24),’ in B. Porten, The Elephantine Papyri in 


English: three millennia  of cross-cultural continuity and change (Documenta et 


Monumenta Orientalis Antiqui 22), Leiden: C1-24

  (for the chronology, see M. Chauveau, 1999, ‘La chronologie de correspondence dites 


“Phérendates”,’ RdÉ 50: 269-271)

  M. Chauveau, 1996,’Les archives d’un temple des oasis au temps des Perses,’ BSFE 137: 


32-47

  (for an overview of Saqqara documents, see H.S. Smith in Briant & Chauveau above 1)
5. Egyptian and Babylonian material relating to Achaemenid history
  a) Egypt

  G. Posener, 1936, La première domination perse en Égypte (Bibliothèque d’Études 


11), Cairo

  W. Spiegelberg, 1914, Die sogenannte demotische Chronik des Pap.215 der 


Bibliothèque Nationale zu Paris (Demotische Studien 7), Leipzig
  D. Devauchelle, 1995, ‘Le sentiment antiperse chez les anciens Égyptiens,’ 


Transeuphratène 15: 9-17
(cf. D. Agut-Labordère, 2005, ‘Le sens du décret de Cambyse,’ Transeuphratène 29: 9-15

&  J. Johnson, 1974, ‘The Demotic Chronicle as an historical source,’ Enchoria 4: 1-17; id., 1983, ‘The Demotic Chronicle as a statement of a theory of kingship,’ JSSEA 13: 61-72)

  H. Brugsch, 1871, ‘Ein Decret Ptolemaios’ des Sohnes Lagi, des Satrapen, ZÄS 11: 9-13

  Lodomez, G., 2003, ‘De Satrapenstèle,’ in R.J. Demarée & K. Veenhof (eds), Zij Schreven 


Geschiedenis: historische documenten out het oude Nabije Oosten (2500-100 v. 


Chr.), Leiden: 434-447 (Dutch translation & commentary together with refs. to 


discussion and other translations)
  (cf. D. Schäfer, 2009,  ‘Persian foes – Ptolemaic friends? The Persians on the Satrap Stela and in contemporary texts,’ in Briant & Chauveau (above 1))
  b) Babylonia
  A.K. Grayson, 1975 (repr. 2000), Assyrian and Babylonian Chronicles (Texts from 


Cuneiform Sources 5), Locust Valley NY

  J.-J. Glassner, 2004, Mesopotamian Chronicles (Writings from the Ancient World 19), 


Atlanta GA

  A.J. Sachs & H. Hunger, 1988, Astronomical Diaries and Related Texts from Babylonia I: 


Diaries from 652 B.C. to 262 B.C. (ÖAW, Phil.-hist. Kl., Denkschr. 195), Vienna

  H. Hunger, 2001, Astronomical Diaries and Related Texts from Babylonia V: lunar and 


planetary texts, Vienna

  H.-P. Schaudig, 2001, Die Inschriften Nabonids von Babylon und Kyros’ des Grossen samt 

den in ihrem Umfeld entstandenen Tendenzschriften (AOAT 256), Münster: 550-556

(K.2.1: Kyros-Zylinder)

  (cf. A. Kuhrt, 2007, ‘Cyrus the Great of Persia: images and realities,’ in M. Heinz & M. Feldman (eds), Representations of Political Power: case histories from times of change and dissolving order in the ancient Near East, Winona Lake IN: 169-191)
There is much more and much written material is embedded in monuments and buildings, an important factor to bear in mind when assessing their value; see generally Kuhrt 2007 (above 1).
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